Newsletter April 2019
Welcome from our CEO – Craig Perkins
Some much needed rain finally arrived in March and this now provides the opportunity to
confidently move forward with pasture improvement. If you haven’t already done so, I
strongly suggest you contact our Agronomist Alex or Jono in Produce to discuss the best
options for your property.
Customers wanting to lock in large hay bales for winter should contact Jono in Produce
sooner as these are in high demand. We have secured enough small Lucerne bales to get
our customers through to Spring, however if you have the storage space, I would
recommend you start filling the shed.
As I touch on last month, we were delighted to have 13 of our top suppliers on site during
March providing product training for our staff so this knowledge, is shared with you our
valued customer. In April Whites Rural, one of our major fencing supplier will be giving you a
chance to win a new BBQ valued at $600.
If you are not already a member of the Co-op I strongly recommend you join up. With a
minimum purchase of 100 shares ($200.00) you can enjoy 5% discount on over 9,000
selected product lines. A fully franked dividend is generally paid and you can apply for a 30
day EOM account or continue with your COD membership account. Our Members also get
exclusive invitations to our In Store promotions and Field days.
I am delighted to say we approved a further three Drought applications at our March Board
meeting and again we thank the local community for their wonderful support.
I would like to take this opportunity of thanking all our staff who have done a wonderful job,
during a very busy period.
Enjoy the newsletter which is also now available on the Bowral Coop website.
Best Regards

Craig

AGRONOMY
Following the dry weather of 2018 and summer of 2019 it can be tempting to run livestock
on to newly sown pasture before it is ready to graze. This can be driven by a couple of things
– high feed prices leading farmers to think they can save money but getting an early graze in
place of feeding hay OR just simply not knowing when a pasture or forage crop is ready to
graze.
Grazing a pasture too early will not only reduce plant numbers by pulling plants out of the
soil but it will also stunt the development and speed of recovery of the plant following the
first grazing. A ryegrass pasture or cereal grazing crop should be allowed to reach ‘canopy
closure’ prior to first grazing.
Canopy closure is when the pasture has filled all of the space above the soil, so looking
down from directly above you shouldn’t be able to see any soil. At this point bottom leaves
are being shaded and will begin to die so maximum yield has been achieved and the pasture
or crop should be grazed down to 5-10cm from the soil.
This point can be reached quicker by a higher sowing rate initially and by applying nitrogen
fertiliser shortly after pasture emergence.
Allowing livestock to graze pastures too early can also lead to sub-clinical health problems
caused by incorrect mineral and nutrient balance in the plant as well as low fibre levels
which will in turn lead to reduced production or growth rates of livestock which is costing
you money.
It may seem counter productive but if no pasture or crop is ready for grazing on the
property you will be more efficient by supplementary feeding your stock rather than
damaging the pasture or making your animals struggle to utilise their feed.
If you are unsure if your new pasture is ready to graze or you think your pasture should be
growing fast contact the Co-op and arrange a visit.

For all Agronomy queries, please contact Alex Good: M: 0434 642 663
E: agood@bowralco-op.com.au

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
As weaners do not develop full immunity to worms, it is important to monitor their progress
and treat according to season. Where fluke treatments are required, treatments that
control all three stages of liver fluke should be prioritised in autumn and summer. Please
see our range of treatment products below;

WATER MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS

K-Line Irrigation

K-line farm pack irrigation is a revolutionary, specially formulated, flexible tubing line and
pod sprinkler system designed to reduce the time and money you spend on irrigation
installation, operation and repairs. Easily installed, a perfect DIY project.
The heart of the system is the five extremely durable pods that protect a sprinkler that is
firmly attached to the exceptionally strong and flexible poly ethylene K- Pipe that resists
kinking, abrasive soils, freezing, UV light and stresses of moving the K-line.
K-line irrigation is a low pressure system designed to distribute water with slow, efficient
absorption method that eliminates the need to shift irrigation several times a day – saving
time, labour and water resources. K- Line irrigation uses less water more effectively.
The K-line Farm Pack offers a ready packaged transportable, modular irrigation system to
suit a one hectare area. Ideal for pasture irrigation applications such as livestock, equestrian
or sports grounds. The simple five pod system is designed to be transported using an ATV or
similar vehicle making it a low cost irrigation system as the system is modular it can also
grow with your needs
If you would like more information on the K-Line system or you are ready for an installation
please contact Chris Heathcote.
Call Chris on 0438 383 001 or email cheathcote@bowralco-op.com.au

PRODUCE

Securing large bales of hay continues to be a major challenge with only irrigated farms
capable of producing suitable product. We have secured Lucerne Bales 8 x 3 x 3 and Oaten
Bales 8 x 3 x 3, however I strongly suggest you contact Jono and place your order for these
large bales while stock lasts.
We are pleased to announce we will be stocking the Ambos Supercool horse pellet. This is a
specifically cool ingredient (low grain and low starch) pellet feed,
formulated to supplement the protein and energy requirements of
horses and ponies in light to moderate work.
The pellet is formulated with minimal grain and no oats, and should
be fed in conjunction with a diet of pasture and other forages.

We are excited to announce we are stocking the Prime 100 Cooked Rolled Meat range. The
rolls are a rich source of protein which assist dogs with food sensitivities. They are enriched
with omega 6 fatty acids to help nourish your dog’s skin and coat plus added amino acids
and essential nutrients for muscular development. The range will include Lamb and
Rosemary, Chicken and brown rice, Kangaroo and potato and Salmon and tapioca in 2kg
rolls.
Call Jono on 0488 009 150 or email jfudge@bowralco-op.com.au

RETAIL STORE
We have just launched our new range of Alpha rural hardware products which include
Pliers, Drill sets, Cutting discs, Hammers, Auger Drills and much more. These quality
products are manufactured in the USA, Germany and Taiwan and we will be extending the
range in coming months.

With colder weather around the corner come in and view our new range of Thomas Cook
woollen jumpers

GARDEN CENTRE - Autumn Gardening Specials.
Glorious Spring Bulbs in store - Tulips, Daffodils, Jonquils, Freesia, Anemone, Bluebells and
many more
Up to 30 % off all deciduous Ornamental & Fruit trees. Fantastic Camellias, Rhododendron
& Mollis Azaleas have arrived in store for the coming season.
Lots of Winter Vegetable and flowering Punnets Seedlings arriving each week
Cold and Frost Tolerant Natives 140mm pot
still a Special Price of $10.00

.

Staff Product Training
Our produce staff getting early morning training on the Fibre Fresh
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