
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter January 2019 
 
 
 
Welcome from our CEO – Craig Perkins 
 
Dear Members and Customers 
 
I hope you all enjoyed a wonderful Christmas and are now enjoying a well-earned break 
following a challenging 2018. 
 
While we have welcomed rain in recent weeks, our region is still drought declared and we 
have already experienced some very hot weather, which again, will test our resilience. 
 
I want to remind you all that we still have drought funds available for distribution, so please 
visit the Co-op or go to our website to obtain an application form if you are still struggling in 
these difficult times. 
 
I would like to thank those customers who have completed and returned the customer 
feedback survey or offered suggestions.  We have reviewed your comments and are acting 
on a number of those suggestions.  Please keep them coming as our major objective in 2019 
is to deliver a consistent Customer Service experience at the Co-op. 
 
On behalf of the Board and all our staff, I would like to wish you all the very best for 2019 
and thank you again for your ongoing support of the Bowral Co-op. 
 
 
AGRONOMY  
 
How is your Summer crop travelling?  Are you happy with how it’s growing? 
 
How your crop grows and develops in its early stages can have major effects on end yields 
and quality.  To minimize the effects of any potential yield limitations, you need to identify 
and address any of the issues as soon as possible.  These limitations can be weed burdens, 
nutrient deficiencies and water stress. 
 
With a combination of soil testing and plant tissue testing, we can build a nutrient plan to 
help correct anything your crop may be missing. 
 



Controlling weeds in Summer crops can be challenging, so evaluating weed burden and 
weed species as early as possible is crucial to getting an effective control strategy in place, 
minimizing cost and allowing for the widest range of control options. 
 
Below are some crops (maize and forage sorghum) the Co-op has been a part of since soil 
preparation, providing advice on crop type, variety, fertilizer requirements, herbicide, and 
pest management. 
 

                     
 
 
If you need assistance in identifying and putting a plan together to manage any of the issues 
mentioned above, please give us a call and arrange a consult! 
 
For any Agronomy queries, please contact Alex Good:  M : 0434 642 663    
E : agood@bowralco-op.com.au 
 
 
ANIMAL HUSBANDRY  
 
Using an integrated approach for the control of internal parasites in cattle 
 
In cattle production, internal parasites are an important management issue, particularly in 
stock up to 12 months of age and especially in more intensive management systems where 
poor worm control can reduce cattle growth rates by at least 20%.  The approach relies on 
the strategic treatment of young stock at weaning and in winter, when worm pickup off 
pastures is highest. First and second-calf cows, and occasionally mature cows, require a 
summer drench to prevent the emergence of inhibited larvae sitting in the gut lining. The 
number of drenches required depends on the local environment, pasture contamination 
and stock nutrition. Additional drenching of young stock is best determined by monitoring 
using tools such as faecal worm egg counts (WECs), clinical assessment of 
cattle performance, and laboratory tests using pepsinogen to measure gut damage. 
 
In addition to strategic drenching and monitoring, an important strategy to minimise the 
impact of worms is to use grazing management. Young weaned cattle should graze on low 
worm risk pastures (eg pastures grazed by sheep for the previous 6 months), new 
pastures or at least pastures where older cattle have grazed (who do not contaminate the 
pastures as much as young stock). 



Good nutrition is critical to minimise the impact of worms in cattle.  The risk of drench 
resistance is emerging in beef cattle herds, and producers should check if drenches are 
working effectively on their properties by conducting a faecal worm egg count reduction 
trial. Producers should also use effective drenches when buying-in new stock to ensure 
drench resistance is not introduced. 
 
Know the common cattle diseases in your locality 
 
Consider whether any of the more common diseases, trace element deficiencies or 
parasites are likely to occur in your beef enterprise by assessing; grazing and husbandry 
practices, age groups and classes of cattle, disease status of introduced cattle, and the 
locality of your enterprise. 
 
These diseases of cattle can lead to significant economic loss when left untreated or 
treatment is delayed. Diseases that affect cattle may be caused by infections from bacteria, 
viruses or fungi, parasite infestations, nutritional deficiencies, excesses or imbalances and 
metabolic disorders. 
 
Pathogenic or viral infections include calf scours (neonatal calf diarrhoea) and / or pinkeye. 
 
Parasite infestations to be aware of can include gastrointestinal parasites and liver fluke. 
 
Nutritional diseases can include grass tetany (hypomagnesemia), milk fever 
(hypocalcaemia), bloat, mineral deficiencies (copper, cobalt, selenium, phosphorus) and  
ketosis (pregnancy toxaemia). 
 
And finally, reproductive diseases can include vibriosis, trichomoniasis, leptospirosis, 
mucosal disease (bovine pestivirus, bovine viral diarrhoea virus or BVDV). 
 
While it is important to discuss your herds health with neighbours and local producers with 
similar production systems, your local vet or the DPI, we are here to assist with a thorough 
assessment of the disease status of your herd.  Give us a call to come out and check the 
overall health of your property. 
 
For general farm advice, please contact Peter Robertson:  M:  0400 011 147 or email on E: 
probertson@bowralco-op.com.au 
 
 
 
WATER MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS 
 
We now supply and install Midwest concrete water troughs.  Our range has troughs as small 
as a 30L dog trough for your backyard, all the way up to 1000L horse troughs and 2000L 
cattle troughs. Plus there are numerous sizes in between for other types of livestock.  We 
can even provide concrete feed lots, also available in a range of sizes. 



                
 
 
Please contact Chris Heathcote on 0438 383 001 for more information or to discuss sizes 
suitable for your requirements or you can email him on: cheathcote@bowralco-op.com.au. 
 
 
PRODUCE 
 
The much-awaited Vella Livestock Supreme Pellet is now back in stock.  As there is no urea 
in the Livestock Supreme Pellet, it is suitable to feed to horses.  The replacement Vella 
Drought Assistant Pellet will now be phased out.  
 
After many months of the drought affecting our bran and pollard supply, we are now able to 
source and stock Laucke Mill Bran and Pollard in 25kg bags. 
 
As many customers have been asking for the Laucke Mills Showbird Breeder MP, and the 
Laucke Mills Premium Grain Layer Mix, we now have both in supply. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Showbird Breeder MP is a premium quality layer food that has been formulated to fill 
the additional nutritional requirements of breeding poultry (including ducks, geese, turkeys 
and other game birds.)  It is a micro pellet and manufactured using the no grind process. 
 
The Premium Grain Layer Mix is formulated from a selection of wheat, triticale, barley, oats, 
rice, peas, lupins, lentils, beans, corn, soybean, canola, sunflower, limestone, di-calcium 
phosphate, sodium bicarbonate, salt, lysine, methionine, threonine, tryptophan, 
antioxidant, egg yolk pigments and enzymes, making it a highly enticing feed. 
 
 



 
RETAIL 
 
 
 
We have a great selection of women’s and 
children’s Hard Slog country shirts (UPF 50+) 
and kid’s Wrangler hats in store now!  Great  
for getting back to work on the farm. 
 
 
 
 
 
And keep all those pesky summer flies away with EnviroSafe Fly Trap  - It’s non-toxic and 
Aussie made for Aussie flies – perfect for the Aussie Outdoors! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
SADDLEWORLD BOWRAL     
 

We are very excited to announce a new range of clothing arriving in store soon.  Horse Pilot 
from France is a brilliant range of lightweight, practical and stylish apparel for the equine 
enthusiast.  The fabrics used are luxurious, very comfortable and cool, making the range 
excellent for both working or competing in. 

Every garment has been conceived and designed to answer expectations on performance, 
protection and excellence.  We will be introducing new collection items throughout the 
year, responding to customer needs we will ensure we have the right clothes for all your 
riding needs. 



                            

 

During the Summer months, it’s hard to keep your 
pet’s insect free.  Our range of Flygon insecticidal and 
repellant spray products are available in a variety of 
sizes. The combination of natural pyrethrin, citronella 
oil and synergists in a low irritant oil base result in 
longer acting insecticidal and repellent properties and 
provides a soothing feel on contact. Flygon repels flies 
and other biting insects on Horses, Cattle, Dogs, Cats 
and Pigs.  

 

Wild Horse Insect Repellant Horsewear is now being stocked at Saddleworld Bowral.   
Wild Horse Australia uses a unique patented process that tightly bonds the fabric fibres 
with Permethrin – one of the most effective natural insect controls found in certain types 
of chrysanthemum plants.  This ensures a long-lasting, odourless and colourless barrier 
against many common and disease carrying insects, unlike other products which can affect 
your horse’s sense of smell.* 

 

We carry fly veils, fly masks and rugs. The protection is odourless so it will not affect your 
horses sensitive sense of smell. The insect protection remains in the mask or rug, not on 
your horse, giving your horse offers long term Insect Protection. The rugs are slightly 



heavier interwoven yarn for strength, durability and coolness, great for horses that are 
tough on standard rugs or for those that overheat easily. 

*wildhorseaustralia.com.au 

Don’t forget to follow us on the Saddleworld Bowral facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/SaddleworldBowral/  or on Instagram @saddleworldbowral for all the 
latest news, products and specials. 
 
GARDEN CENTRE   
 
It’s time to compost your garden waste with a compost tumbler and protect your fruit trees 
with the prowling owl. 
 

 
 
During this very hot weather, it’s important to keep water up to vegetable crops and don’t 
forget to help the harvest along with Hose-on Powerfeed – 2 litre $10.00each. 
 

 
 
 
And don’t forget, we have a great new range of AgBoss 
tools in store now, get your free knife and sharpening tool 
with any AgBoss spade or shovel purchase! 
 

For more gardening advice, come in and see Jenny at our gardening centre, she has lots of 
tips and tricks to help you get the most out of your garden. 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 
Bowral Show 2019 – 90th Annual Bowral Show will be held at Bong Bong Picnic Racecourse, 
Kangaloon Road, Bowral.   Sat Jan 12th – Sun Jan 13th, 8.30am – 5.00pm.   Showjumping, 
Numerous Horse events & competitions, Pavilion exhibits, pet show, dog high jump, mini 
trots and ring events.  A great day out for the whole family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Small Farm Field Day – Moss Vale Showground, Sat Feb 2nd – Sun Feb 3rd. 
Bowral Co-op together with Saddleworld Bowral will be at the Field Day over the whole 
weekend with our experts there to help you with Agronomy advice, Animal Husbandry tips, 
Water Management Solutions, Saddlefitting advice, and a range of Equine products for sale 
plus a host of other activities!  Make sure you come by and visit us! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 


