March 2020 Newsletter.
Welcome from our CEO – Craig Perkins
Dear Members and Customers,
It is wonderful to see the countryside green again following the recent rain and we hope that we all get follow
up rain in the near future.
We have been increasing our stock of chemicals and seed / fertiliser, so I encourage you (if you haven’t already)
to contact Alex Good our agronomist and discuss your Autumn pasture plan.
As I mentioned in our last newsletter, we have been working with various community groups to support those
property owners impacted by the Bush fires. The Co-op has already made numerous donations and I am pleased
to advise that we have now donated an additional $25,000 in clothing to St Vincent De Paul.
Our Bush Fire Appeal day on Saturday was very successful and while we are still tallying up the contribution from
auction items, we are confident that this amount together with the 50% of the profits from the day will exceed
$25,000. I want to extend a sincere thank you to those that were able to support our Bush Fire Appeal day.
The Board is now evaluating how best to distribute these funds to ensure that it gets directly to those property
owners and community groups who have been impacted.
The new Bowral website was launched last month, and we have had some very positive feedback. The new
Saddleworld website and Online store were also launched last week.
Bowral Co-op is www.bowralcoop.com.au
Saddleworld is www.saddleworldbowral.com.au

We welcomed several new Members last month and I encourage account holders that are not members to go
to our new Co-op website and complete a membership application so you can start taking advantage of the
savings available.
Enjoy the newsletter
Best Regards

Craig Perkins

AGRONOMY
With ideal sowing and growing conditions likely to continue into March, it is imperative to maintain discipline
when it comes to grazing new and recovering pastures. Existing pastures that have managed to survive the
recent drought conditions will be steadily growing new leaves, trying to replenish energy reserves in roots and
stems. Although it may be tempting to get stock onto green feed, and off expensive hay, this can be extremely
detrimental to both the pasture and the stock.
Existing pasture recovering from the tough season is nearly as fragile as newly sown pasture and should be
treated the same. Allowing your pastures to reach their maximum yield potential is best practice for pasture
and livestock performance. As the pasture reaches this critical stage, which is normally canopy closure of new
pastures, 3 leaf stage in ryegrass and fescue, or 3-4 leaf stage in phalaris, cocksfoot and clover, it will ensure the
plants have stored adequate energy to recover following that first grazing, but also ensures minerals and
nutrients like nitrogen, magnesium, calcium and potassium have the best chance of being balanced in the plant,
reducing harmful effects on animal health and production.
This first grazing of the season on both new and existing pasture will be one of the most important management
decisions you will make to set the productive potential of your pasture. Not only allowing the plant to get to
maximum yield but also maintaining the 4-7cm residual of pasture after grazing, will set the energy reserve and
maintain highest regrowth potential of your pasture. Keeping a close eye on stock grazing early in Autumn is
crucial.
Usually applying nitrogen prior to the first grazing of a returning pasture isn’t necessary as you have probably
mineralised adequate nitrogen in the soil over the summer that the plants will take up but, nitrogen post the
first grazing is critical to getting the fastest and most efficient regrowth out of the pasture.
Below is a paddock of Base AR37 Ryegrass in its second year as perennial pasture. By following the steps above
we have been able maintain a high quality, highly productive permanent pasture in times of drought that is ready
to graze earlier than any newly sown pasture.
If you need help assessing or planning your management of your pasture give us a call for an on-farm visit!

For all Agronomy queries, please contact Alex Good
Mobile: 0434 642 663 or Email: agood@bowralcoop.com.au

WATER MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS
Our Water Management team have been out in all sorts of weather getting our jobs done.
Below are pictures of an installation of a K-line system. We connected into an existing line, extending a new
100m run of 2’’ rural pipe for the mainline. Along the mainline, we have 5 connection points using camlock
fittings which are covered and protected by valve boxes.
There are various sizes of K-line packages. We can supply and install depending on the size of your property and
what your needs are for it. It is easily moveable, it can be attached to a quad, tractor or any type of farm
transport. This 5-pod system will cover one hectare.
If you have any questions, or interest in the product, do not hesitate to call or email.

Call Chris on 0438 383 001 or email cheathcote@bowralcoop.com.au

PRODUCE SHED
The Produce Shed will be featuring AMBOS products for the
month of March. Make sure you come in and grab some
free samples of the Roasta Corn and Layer Mash!

AMBOS All-Purpose Pellets are a convenient and economic multi-species pellet feed formulated for
supplementary feeding to a wide range of farm animals such as cattle, sheep, goats, alpacas, deer, horses,
rabbits, poultry and pigs.
Controlled and gradual feeding of pellets is important to introduce animals to a change in their diet. Give special
attention to introducing excessively hungry or drought-affected animals. Over the first 10 days, feed small
controlled amounts of pellets, starting with 0.2% of bodyweight per day, and gradually increase the amount fed
per day.
For Ruminants (sheep, goats, cattle, deer, alpacas etc) and horses, always ensure they have access to an
adequate volume of an effective fibre forage source such as hay, straw, mature pasture, etc. Ensure that clean
fresh water is always available .
ROASTA CORN
The Ambos Roasta range is manufactured from carefully selected, quality grains, gently processed by air
cleaning, oven roasting and roller milling for optimum palatability. The roasting process protects and enhances
the nutritional integrity of the grains, while disruption in the structure of the starch molecules significantly
improves their palatability, digestibility and nutritional performance.
The benefits of roasting grains:
•
•
•
•
•

The quantity of grains fed can be reduced due to increased digestibility.
Less health disorders due to safer digestion, by horses, in the small intestine and less overflow into the
hindgut.
Softer grains with increased palatability and easier for animals to chew and digest.
No added moisture during processing, reducing mold spores and giving better product shelf life.
Fresh, clean, roasted aroma for maximum palatability.

Call Jono on 0488 009 150 or email jfudge@bowralcoop.com.au

RETAIL STORE
Come in and check out our new range of Ariat, Thomas Cook,
Wrangler and Pure Western clothing

Call Amanda on 0408 114 947 or email apullinger@bowralcoop.com.au

GARDEN NEWS
Autumn has arrived which generally means cooler temperatures and yes, much needed rain. March is generally
a pleasant month to be outside in the garden. From this month on, take notice of the glorious foliage plants that
are available – this way you will have an idea of how it may appear in your garden. Remember we can specially
order any tree, shrub or plant you may like.
Jobs to Do
• Rejuvenating garden beds, cutting back and tip pruning are some of the jobs for the autumn season.
• I know spring seems a long way off, but now is the time to plan and prepare for the planting of your spring
bulbs. Available again this year, will be a wide range of tulips, daffodils, jonquils, anemone, bluebells,
dutch crocus, freesias, hyacinths, ranunculus and many more.
• Lawns are also in need of attention. Lawns can be over sown or patched if necessary while there is still
warmth in the ground.
• Clean up flower beds, cutting back perennials of excessive growth should be on the list this month.
Remember to feed as you go.
• Fruit trees can still need feeding and the mulch renewed. Keep consistent watering until the leaves fall.
• Continue to harvest your summer crops.
• Feeding now will set your garden ready to go into winter dormancy.
Sowing Guide for March
• Plant your azaleas, camellias and rhododendrons over the coming months so they will be settled in for
late winter and spring flowering.
• Annuals – be colourful with snapdragons, calendula, pansies, violas, primula or dianthus and don’t
forget St Patricks Day to plant your sweet peas.
• Perennials - hollyhock, foxglove, delphinium and lavender.
• Vegetables - broccoli, beetroot, cabbage, cauliflower, lettuce, onions, peas, radish, silver beet, swede,
turnip and broad beans.
• Herbs - cress, dill and parsley.

Come in and visit our revamped garden centre. Happy gardening, and I’ll see you soon. Stay safe,
Email: gardencentre@bowralcoop.com.au

We are excited to announce the launch of Bates and Arena
saddles in store!

Bates Saddles
Bates Saddles are crafted from fine quality European leather and
built with modern technologies including the Easy-Change™ Fit
Solution and the CAIR® Cushion System. Whether for dressage,
jumping or all-purpose.
Bates Saddles are engineered to provide comfort, balance and
seamless contact between horse and rider. The Easy-Change® Fit
Solution allows a rider to fit the saddle to a horse’s changing shape
in a measurable, but completely reversible way. The gullet system
alters the width of the saddle, while the riser system allows for
minor changes in the way panels sit on a horse. CAIR panels
distribute weight and protect the horse’s back using air-filled
cushions; the air in the panels adjusts continuously to the horse’s active muscles to eliminate pressure and
absorb shock. A narrow waist design, ergonomic stirrup bars and innovative block systems support a proper
riding position in any discipline. These saddles come in a range of styles.

Arena Saddles
Riders will turn heads in any Arena in a beautifully styled
saddle, designed with meticulous attention to detail.
Discerning riders will appreciate the elegance and quality of
Arena Saddles, classically crafted from European leather.
With all the benefits of Horse And Rider Technology (HART),
riders will be confident their saddle is as practical as it is
comfortable.
Whether they are competing in dressage, tackling a difficult
course of jumps or riding on the trail, with saddles priced so
affordably, there is a saddle that’s perfect for every Arena.

V.I.P Night Thursday the 19th of March 2020.
You are invited to join us from 5.3pm-8pm for a fun and informative evening along with the launch of Bates and
Arena Saddles. There will be guest speakers, champagne, nibbles, lucky door prizes and instore V.I.P Specials.
See you there!

Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook and Instagram.

@saddleworldbowral

